Author Profile

A. Dieter Schliiter

Date of birth: Sometime in 1952

Position: Professor of Polymer Chemistry, Department of Materials, ETH Ziirich (Switzerland)
E-mail: ads@mat.ethz.ch
Homepage: http://www.polychem.mat.ethz.ch/ (Is never up-to-date, sorry!)
Education: 1980 Diploma in Chemistry, Universitdt Miinchen (LMU, Germany)
1984 PhD with Giinter Szeimies, Universitit Miinchen
1985-86 Postdoctoral fellow with K. Peter C. Vollhardt, UC Berkeley (USA)
1986 Research stay with W. Jim Feast, University of Durham (UK)
1991 Habilitation with Gerhard Wegner, Max Planck Institute for Polymer Research, Mainz
(Germany)
Awards: I am most proud of the “Golden Owl 2010”, which honors lecturers who have provided

exceptional teaching at ETH Ziirich.
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interests: directed towards the creation of structurally novel polymers including cylindrical objects,
molecular sheets, and 2D polymers. Methodological developments also play a role. Our research
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My favorite piece of research is ... Ginther Maier’s tetrahedrane synthesis.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is ... to not surrender in fighting the growing importance of
business strategies in science.

M y greatest achievement has been ... to convince my current wife that it was worth marrying me. She
has not yet regretted it, I believe.

M y biggest inspiration is ... an emotionally relaxed situation in the anticipation of a nice evening for
two.

The part of my job that I enjoy the most is ... to witness the excitement of students when doing the long
sought after key experiment.

Young people should study chemistry because ... it can have a strong component of creativity, very
much like in arts.
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